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The Committee recommends the          
introduction of a Modern Slavery Act in 
Australia, the establishment of an         
independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner, 
as well as the establishment of a          
national compensation scheme for       
victims of modern slavery.  

The Committee also recommends a     
review of the visa framework for migrant 
workers, the ratification of the Forced 
Labour Protocol and that businesses,  
organisations, government and other   
entities with revenues over $50 million 
report on what they are doing to combat 
modern slavery in their supply chains. Anti-Slavery Australia has long advocated for and supports these 
recommendations. 
 

The report and its recommendations reflect the growing awareness in Australia of human trafficking and 
slavery in the supply chains of goods and services.  Products used every day by Australians are made by 
enslaved and trafficked people here and overseas. Electronics, bricks, clothing, medical equipment and 
seafood are just a few products that have been found to have been made by slave and forced labour.  
 

For the last two years, Anti-Slavery Australia has advocated for a robust legal framework that requires 
large entities to report on their supply chains and the steps they have taken to prevent and eliminate 
modern slavery. Anti-Slavery Australia commends the extensive consideration the Committee has given 
to a supply chain reporting requirement in Australia, particularly the recommendations to extend supply 
chain reporting to public bodies, to include public procurement into the conversation and to establish a 
central repository of reporting statements. This is an opportunity to demonstrate global leadership in   
ethical and responsible business practices. 
 

Anti-Slavery Australia strongly supports the recommendation to remove the requirement that survivors 
of modern slavery assist in a police investigation in order to gain ongoing access to the Support for 
Trafficked People Program. If enacted, this would remove a serious barrier to support services for          
vulnerable survivors. 

Anti-Slavery Australia welcomes Hidden in Plain Sight, the final report of the Joint Standing     
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade’s Inquiry into establishing a Modern Slavery Act 
in Australia. This report outlines the path forward in the fight against modern slavery in Australia 
and overseas.  
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Anti-Slavery Australia also welcomes the Committee’s recommendation that a national compensation 
scheme be introduced for survivors of modern slavery. This would recognise the serious harms suffered 
by survivors of slavery and human trafficking, and provide survivors with the financial support to start a 
new life in Australia.  
 

Many of the Committee’s recommendations are the result of the sustained policy advocacy of                   
Anti-Slavery Australia and other civil society organisations working to prevent and eliminate modern     
slavery.  
 

If implemented, the comprehensive recommendations contained in Hidden in Plain Sight will significantly 
improve the lives of the men, women and children who experience slavery and human trafficking in    
Australia. 2017 has seen huge steps taken towards ending modern slavery in Australia and Anti-Slavery    
Australia looks forward to continuing to work with the Australian Government and other stakeholders to 
see a Modern Slavery bill tabled in 2018. 

 

To view Anti-Slavery Australia’s submission to the Committee’s Inquiry, see:                                                

Anti-Slavery Australia submission to the Inquiry into establishing a Modern Slavery Act in Australia 

https://www.antislavery.org.au/images/pdf/Publications/2017%20-%20Submission%20to%20the%20JSCFAT%20on%20the%20Modern%20Slavery%20Act%20Inquiry.pdf

